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the distinction of being the only individual of occidental en-
vironment in this God-forsaken frontier town. The Chinese
sent him there some years before to collect the customs. He
collected customs by day and drank everything from vodka
to German champagne by night. The girl and the old man
were White Russians of the East.
So Simms and I, aided by the lieutenant, who shall be name-
less in this chronicle, eventually rescued the captain from the
Russians, unarmed and without the aid of the Chinese army.
It was a real American victory and it took a lot of German
schaumwein to do it.
I shall always be proud of this expedition because it started
at Nagasaki, Japan, and ended at Harbin where the real bat-
tle over the Russo-Chinese controversy around the Chinese
Eastern Railway was fought. But we called it the "Bottle of
Harbin" and solemnly presented George C. Hanson, the
American consul, with a silver chased container for vodka as
a memento. It was inscribed the "Bottle of Harbin."
Simms and I had accompanied a journalistic party spon-
sored and to a considerable extent financed by the Carnegie
Foundation to Japan, China and Manchuria. After a sojourn
in Shanghai we had headed back towards the West. As the
ship entered the harbor at Nagasaki the smiling little Japanese
captain appeared on deck with a radiogram announcing that
the Red Russian troops were concentrating on the frontier
near Manchuli with the evident intention of invading Man-
churia and possibly taking possession of the Russo-Chinese
jointly owned railway, the Chinese Eastern, the administra-
tion of which long had been in dispute. At the same time,
we were informed, the Chinese armies of Manchuria, nomi-
nally controlled by Chang Hsueh-liang, the Young Marshal,
at Mukden, were beginning to trek through Harbin and be-
yond to stop the Russians.